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A notable host index. 

What DeCandolle's Prodronvus did for the systematic study of sperma- 
tophytes, Saccardo's Sylloge has done for the study of fungi. In the eleven 
heavy volumes of this work all species of fungi described before 1895, over 
forty-two thousand, have been displayed, with synonyms and geographical 
distribution. In 1897 an index to genera and species, prepared by Dr. 
Sydow, was issued, forming volume twelve of the work. And now we have 
the first part of volume thirteen, 5 compiled by the same bibliographer, index- 
ing the work by hosts. The typographical features of the volume are of the 
best. The name of the host is printed in bold-faced type, and the names 
of the attendant fungi are given beneath in a single column. The clear- 
ness and the simplicity of the arrangement leave nothing to be desired. 
With the issuing of this volume the mycologists of the world are placed 
under a further debt of gratitude to the promoter of the work. — J. C . A. 



Fundamental problems of science. 6 

This book is an attack upon the theory of so-called scientific material- 
ism, written by a disciple of Schopenhauer. The indictment contains two 
counts : first, that the theory in question attempts to explain all the phe- 
nomena in the world, open to scientific investigation, by means of motion ; 
secondly, that it assumes the reality of matter as an extended impenetrable 
substance existing independently of our perceptions, and conceives of it as 
the main, if not the sole, constituent of the universe. In his criticism of the 
second of these two propositions Dr. Wagner is at one, not merely with prac- 
tically all students of philosophy, but also with many, perhaps the majority 
of the scientists of today. Even the drudge, whose ideas' never rise above 
mere label-pasting, has had the problem of the real nature of matter forced 
uponyhis attention by the writings of Huxley in England, and Helmholz in 
Germany — to mention only two of the most eminent. Indeed.it requires 
but a moderate amount of meditation to discover that one's own conscious- 
ness is the sole source of knowledge, and that therefore the only direct infor- 
mation as to the nature of the constituents of the external world is given by 
sensation. The coming and going of these sensations reveal the existence of 
certain forces, or perhaps a single force, to whose activity they are due, but 
until we can jump out of our own skins we can have no idea of the nature of 
these forces as they are in themselves. Annihilate the conscious subject, and 
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